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First Annual Fall Plant Sale
In the 2013 Tree and Shrub Seedling Sale, the Reforestation Species sold out faster than 
ever. In the first 10 days of the spring sale, 30% of the stock was sold because of large 
orders of Ponderosa Pine, Douglas Fir and Western Larch. 

To help more landowners reforest their property, the SCD will host a Fall Reforestation 
Seedling Sale. It will be very different than the spring sale. The Fall Reforestation Sale will 
only offer 5” cubic plugs of Ponderosa Pine, Douglas Fir and Western Larch. Unlike the 
spring sale, there will be an order minimum of 100 trees – all of the same species. 

The cost will be $.60 per tree for 100-499 trees, $.55 per tree for 500-999 trees, and $.50 
per tree for orders of 1000 or more trees. Orders will be taken online, in the mail and in 
person during the month of September.

Because of Spokane’s tendency to have a dry fall season, the pickup days for the Fall 
Reforestation Sale will not be set in advance. Instead, all customers must agree to flex-
ible pickup dates that will be determined by precipitation levels. Hopefully all trees will be 
released to customers by mid to late October. 

For more information on the Fall Reforestation Sale, email treesale@sccd.org   
or call 509-535-7274. 

Firewise Season in Full Swing
On July 10, 2008, fire struck the Park Hills and Park Meadows housing developments in 
the Dishman Hills on the south edge of the Spokane Valley.  Fortunately no injuries or 
deaths occurred during the fire, but the effects of that fire on the residents, their homes 
and properties will be felt for years to come.  The fire burned more than 1100 acres and 
destroyed 13 homes. At one point, more than 450 firefighters were on the scene.  Every 
year, from Alaska to Florida, thousands of homes are destroyed by wildfire. Homes are 
destroyed, lives are shattered and landscapes are changed forever. (continued on next pg) 

A stand of trees ready to fuel wildfire and a near-by stand after fuels reduction.



Firewise continued from page 1

As the wildland/urban interface continues 
to expand, the risk of wildfire increases, 
becoming all too real for those who live 
through the terrifying experience. But there 
are steps that can be taken to reduce the 
risk of losing a home to wildfire. Establishing 
defensible space around a home doesn’t 
have to be difficult or expensive to be 
effective. Firewise is a very effective national 
program designed to assist landowners and 
communities to prepare for wildfire and 
establish defensible space around homes, 
neighborhoods and entire communities.  

The simplest treatments can also be the most effective. Inside of Zone 1 (30’ 
radius around the home) all plant materials should be green and not touching the 
building. Firewood should never be stacked next to the house or garage or under 
a deck. Lumber or other flammable materials like pine needles, leaves and other 
woody debris should be eliminated within this zone. The easiest way to think of 
how defensible this zone is; imagine the hottest day of the summer and someone is 
walking around the outside of your home lighting matches. Where are the possible 
points of ignition and is there anything that would burn and carry the fire to the 
home itself? Don’t forget to look up and consider overhead limbs and gutters.  

As anyone who has ever been through the terrifying experience of a wildfire will 
tell you; it is not a matter of if the fire will come, it is a matter of when.  Will you be 
ready?  Do you have defensible space around your home?  Can fire vehicles get 
in on your road?  Is your address clearly marked?

Having a Firewise risk assessment done and implementing the recommendations 
is no guarantee that a home would not be lost or damaged in a wildfire.  The fuels, 
terrain, weather and availability of fire suppression assistance are all factors that 
could work against a homeowner.  But the Firewise program teaches us to plan for 
the worst case scenario; a hot day with winds driving a fire up the hill toward your 
home. Establishing adequate defensible space around your home is the very best 
action you could take to reduce the risk of losing that home, even if you have to 
evacuate.  Visit www.firewise.org to get more information. For a Free Firewise Risk 
Assessment, contact the Spokane Conservation District at 509-535-7274.  The 
best time to be Firewise is before the next fire starts…

The photo above of the Valley View Fire in progress has been provided by Tom 
Watson, a resident of the Park Hills development. Tom was able to save his home 
only by having defensible space. Fire crews did not reach his home until after the 
fire had already burned past it.

Staff Highlight 
Charlie Peterson is the 2013 Spokane 
Conservation District Employee of the 
Year. He was also nominated for the 
WADE Employee of the Year. Charlie’s 
16 years at the SCD have been filled with 
many projects and accomplishments, but 
this year was unique in that he took on 
the difficult task of becoming a no-till 
tractor operator! Charlie quickly learned 
all the pros and cons to operating this 
amazing piece of equipment for the 
SCD’s Direct Seed Program.  Charlie is 
no stranger to hard work and long days, 
for he is usually the first to arrive and the 
last to leave the district. We appreciate 
all that Charlie has accomplished over 
the years, including this special year of 
recognition. We look forward to many 
more years of great service to the 
residents of Spokane County. Thanks 
Charlie and congratulations!

Charlie accepts his award from SCD 
Board Chair, Jerry Scheele.  



Making Shoreline More Sustainable
The SCD collaborated with the Washington State Department of Ecology and completed 
a Shoreline Naturalization Project on Lake Spokane this spring.  The demonstration 
project removed approximately 120 feet of deteriorated bulkhead and replaced it with 
a naturalized shoreline design, including native vegetation. This approach benefits 
the local wildlife and fisheries while maintaining the landowner’s functional use of the 
property and view of the lake.

The project was designed by Oasis Environmental Inc. The goal of the project was 
to demonstrate to local lake shore owners that bulkheads are not necessary in many 
cases along Lake Spokane. A naturalized shoreline can withstand the erosive forces 
of wave action from boats and storms just as well.

Landowners interested in these types of projects on Lake Spokane or other local lakes 
should contact the SCD at (509) 535-7274 or Elaine Snouwaert from the Washington 
State Department of Ecology, (509) 329-3503.

 

          

Left: The original bulkhead. Right: After bulkhead removal, before vegetation 
installation. Below: Completed shoreline restoration project.  

Faces of Conservation 

Bonita Cobb poses with SCD District 
Forester Garth Davis at her property.

Bonita Cobb is walking the talk. As the 
Chief of Fire District 5, maintaining a 
Firewise property is more than just a line 
on her to-do list. It’s a responsibility to 
protect herself, her home and her fellow 
fire fighters. 

“Maintaining a Firewise property to me 
means protecting my home and keeping 
firefighters safe.” Cobb said. 

With the help of a cost-sharing opportunity 
from Spokane Conservation District, the 
100 acre fuels reduction project removed 
needles, limbs and trees. 

“The results are fantastic,” Cobb said, “I 
have lived here since I was two years old 
and I’ve always wanted to do this.”

Cobb has now started a Firewise 
Community in Four Mounds and almost 
20 homes have been assessed by the 
SCD or the Washington State Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR). 



 Save the Date: October 19
Inland NW Small Farms Conference

Join us October 19, 2013 at the Spokane Falls Community College for the 3rd 
Annual Inland Northwest Small Farms Conference: Country Living with Purpose 
& Profitability. There will be three seminar tracts with seminars like Farm Design, 
Adding Critters to the Farm, Where and How to Sell, and Bad Dirt, Good Dirt, 
Better Dirt. There will also be a variety of vendors, and vendor bingo with prizes. 
Lunch and snacks are included in the cost of registration: $30 per person and $50 
per pair. For more information contact Pat Munts at pat-munts@sccd.org.  
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The Spokane Conservation District is located on the southwest corner of the 
Spokane Fairgrounds at: 210 North Havana Street, Spokane, WA 99202

Our office hours are Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30pm. 509-535-7274 |  info@sccd.org

To contact a specific staff person by email, please consult our staff directory located 
on our website at: www.sccd.org.

All SCD programs and services are offered without discrimination.  

Avista Shade Tree
Apply today to receive your FREE 
Avista Shade Tree and reap the 
savings on your A/C bill every summer. 
Applications are online at www.sccd.
org. Trees will be planted on the south 
or southwest side of your home this fall.  
For more information contact Ben 
Peterson at ben-peterson@sccd.org. 

No-till Drill perfect 
for Small Acreage

Rent the dew drop direct seed drill and 
pull it behind your ATV/four wheeler. It 
has several settings for various seed 
types and a self contained 12 volt power 
supply. The dew drop drill is ideal for 
native seeding your small acreage 
as well as seeding for grass, grain, 
wildflowers, legumes and more! The 
cost is $5 per acre or $25 per day. For 
more information contact Corey Bryant, 
Upper Columbia RC&D at        
509-535-7274 ext. 232. 


